HOUSE BUILDER FINED AFTER CHILD SERIOUSLY INJURED
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A house builder has been fined £20,000 after a young boy was December 2011
seriously injured when some timber roof trusses fell onto him.

TRAINING COURSES
The eight year old boy was playing with friends on 28 April \ J
2009 when they got into an unsecured storage area on a
construction site at Meadowbrook, Linwood, near Paisley.

The developmentwas nearing completion and the house builder,BDW
Trading Ltd, had sold some of the finished houses and there were peo-

2 day SSSTS - Leeds

ple living in them while work continued on the remaining homes. The 21828 Feb 20827 Mar
young boy and his family had moved into one of these new houses. 17 &24 Apr 15822 May
19 & 26 Jun 10 & 17 Jul
Manchester
As the children were playing in the storage area, some tim- 15 &22 Mar 5&12 May
. . 1 day SSSTS Refresher - Leeds
ber roof trusses fell onto the boy, trapping him underneath.  Mor 2012 o
Manchester
16 Feb 5 Apr

He was rescued by two neighbours who managed to lever the roof 5 day SMSTS Leeds

trusses up off him, allowing him to escape. One of the neighbours 29 Feb, 7, 14,21 & 28 Mar
drove the boy home, and his father immediately took him to the 13,20,27 Jun, 4,& 11 Jul
Royal Alexandria Hospital in Paisley. However, his injuries were so seri- Manchester
ous that he was transferred to Yorkhill Children’s Hospital in Glasgow. 7 day SMSTS Rafrosher
Leeds
The boy sustained a serious injury to his liver and had abdominal 2&9Feb 10&17 May
bleeding, and was kept in hospital for eight days. In the months ":‘"’&“1‘3";‘::" e
following the incident, he developed a number of anxiety-re- IOSH Directing Safely - Leeds
lated symptoms such as nightmares and poor concentration. iZ:‘;" ;may
14 Jun 16 Jul
An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that Manchester
the construction site was only partially fenced, and as a result there e o
was a large gap at the side and rear which meant that the site could Asbestos Awareness (am)/
be easily accessed by members of the public, including children. o e g epection of Hamesses
28 Feb 27 Mar
The investigation also revealed that the roof truss- zzfn’i;dusfmthemurses’datesand
es had, at some point, been stacked upright which availability
made them wunstable and more likely to fall over.
Paisley Sheriff's Court heard that when an HSE Inspector vis- o~
ited the site, BDW Trading Ltd were not aware that there had iDSh Chartered Satoty aed
been an incident and that a young child had been injured. S
m:;kil\s iosh
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Thelnspectorserved an Improvement Notice to the company requiring
themtoimprovesitefencingtopreventanyfurtherunauthorisedaccess. TRAINING COURSES

After the hearing, HSE Inspector Gerry McCulloch said:

“BDW Trading Ltd knew that families were living right
next to of the construction site, and as such the safe-
ty of children should have been a primary consideration.

2 day SSSTS - Leeds
21 & 28 Feb 20 & 27 Mar

If the company had taken the straight forward precau- 17824 Apr 15&22 May
tion of fencing off the construction site, the children would - 10817l
not have been able to get into the area and this young lad 15822 Mar 5812 May
would not have received potentially life-threatening injuries. ] day SSSTS Refresher - Lecds
Manchester
If you are in any doubt of your legal duties in respect of site 16 Feb 5 Apr
. . . . 5 day SMSTS Leeds
security call Aversion on 0113 201 2150 for further information 20 Feb, 7, 14, 21 & 28 Mar
and adyvice. 13,20,27 Jun, 4,& 11 Jul

Manchester
25 Apr, 2,9, 16 & 23 May
2 day SMSTS Refresher

Leeds

2&9Feb 10 & 17 May
Manchester

6 & 13 Mar 5& 12 Jul
IOSH Directing Safely - Leeds
23 Feb 19 Mar

26 Apr 21 May

14 Jun 16 Jul
Manchester

13 Feb 12 apr

11 Jun 19 Jul

Asbestos Awareness (am)/
Safe Use & Inspection of Harnesses

(pm) - Leeds

28 Feb 27 Mar

24 Apr

Contact us for other courses, dates and

availability
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